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TWO SIXTEENTH-CENTURY LADINO PRAYER
BOOKS FOR WOMEN

Ora (Rodrigue) Schwarzwald*

Abstract

Two Ladino prayer books for women dating from the sixteenth century
are compared in this article. The first of these (S1) is a manuscript and the
second one (S2) is a printed book from Thessalonica. The comparison
shows that although both include daily prayers as well as prayers for the
Jewish year cycle, S1 includes many psalms that S2 lacks, whereas S2
includes the Passover Haggadah, Birkhot Hanehenim, and many other
prayers that pertain to woman’s Jewish life that are missing in S1. S1
might have been used at home as well as in the synagogue, whereas S2

has been restricted to domestic use. S2 is very informative and mstructs
the woman 1n detail how to nerform lewish law whereas S1 has verv few
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